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been in good repute among them; for when the
plainest intimation was given by Christ that one
of their own number should betray him, so far as
the history shows, not one of them was led to
suspect Judas, until he was pointed out to John;
and even then they misinterpreted the words of
the Master. The manner, too, in which Judas
conducted himself from first to last is indicative
of no failure of qualification in the particulars
named. However he may have come to form his
treasonable design, he showed much tact in con-
cealment, at such times as the unsparing lash of
language against fraud, hypocrisy, and wicked-
ness must have fallen with a heavily felt weight
upon himself. Prudence no less than secrecy
was the result of his forethought. Frequently
his brethren expressed their old inherited idea
and expectation of a sensuous kingdom; but
marking and mistaking the silence of the Master
on this point, cautious Judas was silent too, though
this very thing had formed the only attraction
which had drawn his covetous heart to the cause of
Christ, and into which, from its immense popular-
ity among the common people, he hoped it would
issue. Two of them on a certain occasion dis-
played a merciless zeal for calling down fire from
heaven upon the Samaritans who had not treated
their Master with becoming respect, but Judas
was never guilty of such folly. The sons of
Zebcdee wanted to sit on either side of Christ
upon his throne, in the kingdom they thought he
would establish; but Judas betrayed no such
weakness. In short, we hear nothing from this